
Fr Ryan Homily 7/10/22 

Read: Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Psalm 69:14-17, 30-37; Colossians 1:15-20;        

Luke 10:25-37 

   This morning as we look at the gospel it’s this very famous passage. We all know 

the good Samaritan well but when I was meditating on this instead of starting by 

focusing on the good Samaritan, which is a lot of times where we start, I was 

focusing on the reality of if I were the one beaten up, laying on the side of the 

road, left for dead. And before we can even get into the mercy part, before we 

can get to Jesus saying who treated him as his neighbor, the one who treated him 

with mercy, go and do likewise. Before that we’ve gotta make sure that we’ve 

experienced and know mercy because unless you know the mercy of God you 

don’t even know what he’s talking about. You don’t even know what it is to give 

mercy to someone else. And again mercy I think begins when we think about who 

God is. You look back, God could’ve just taught us to follow the rules like he had 

done in the Old Testament. These are the things you need to do. Do them live, 

don’t do them die. Now nobody did them well. When you go and flip through the 

pages of the Old Testament almost ever person you follow and that you learn 

about was messed up, right? You look at the people, you look at the kings, they 

were all messed up – big problems. It says this man did evil in the sight of God, 

this man did evil, and this king was worse than that king. What? All of them. Even 

when you get to the good kings like David and Solomon they weren’t so great, let 

me tell ya. David was a murderer, a rapist, all these things - things that if you did 

today you’d be in jail. Back then, the king of Israel. And so God came, and He was 

very just with them, He punished their sin. But then He’s thinking these people 

are messed up bad. I will become one of them and I will pay for their sins. But see 

David, King David, always knew how much he needed God and that’s why he 

could cry out over and over again in the Psalms begging for mercy. And so David 

could even be called a man after God’s own heart in spite of his sinfulness. And I 

think one of the best and most important reasons why is because David wasn’t 

filled with himself. Yes David sinned and sometimes egregiously, but he never 

tried to explain it away. He never tried to say that his sin wasn’t sin or turn his 

back on God he knew he needed mercy. The bad kings, none of them thought 

they needed mercy and so often us. We don’t think we need mercy from God. We 

go to church and think we’re good people and we give some of what we have and 



then we compare ourselves to other people and think compared to those people 

I’m pretty good. So, I know I’m supposed to think I need mercy, but I really don’t. I 

don’t go to confession because I don’t think I do anything wrong. But until you 

and I come to know, and I’ve talked about this before, we deserve damnation – 

period. Then we don’t understand God’s mercy. We don’t understand what He 

did for us. None of you here and not me doesn’t deserve damnation. I am well 

aware of my own reality and how miserable I am without God’s mercy and where 

I belong. And so must you and every one of us know that reality. Even St Theresa 

of Avila, a great saint in the church, admitted that until one point in her life she 

was very lukewarm. Like she would go through the motions and do what she had 

to do but her heart didn’t really belong to God but what brought her to 

conversion was when God showed her her place in hell. She had a vision of this. 

She was there alone, and she was burning without being consumed. And she 

could see everybody else, but she couldn’t talk to them. And once she knew, this 

great saint, Theresa of Avila, once she knew that and saw that, that’s when she 

knew how much she needed mercy and that took her on the way to sainthood. So 

the first thing we gotta know is everyone here, we can’t do it on our own. We 

can’t make it. It’s not about trying harder, it’s not about our effort. We need the 

mercy of God. So God didn’t just teach us that, He became one of us. He’s the one 

who came down and stopped by the side of the road where we were laying 

beaten and left for dead. And He came over and He cared for our wounds, He 

healed us, He brought us back to health. And then He went out and died for our 

sins. And once you get that, you become grateful. And once you know your 

gratefulness then it easier to become merciful to other people. And so now we 

can go to the guy who was beaten up, this guy who was left for dead – you be 

that person for a minute. What if someone beat you and left you for dead and 

then Fr Ryan, the priest, your pastor, comes walking by, sees you and just keeps 

on going. He says I got better things to do, people to see, I’m kinda a jerk, I just 

leave you there. Would you be hurt? You’d be hurt, you’d be mad, but you’d be 

more hurt. And you know the reason this priest kept going, the reason he did not 

stop was because if this man had died while he was trying to tend to him, which 

this man was on the verge of death, if the priest had touched a dead body he 

could not go and participate in the sacrifice in the temple. And so this priest was 

more concerned about following his duty and how he followed God and his 

practice of holiness then to reach out and touch someone and to save their life 



because he might become unclean. Levite, same reality, more concerned about 

his way of following God and making sure he didn’t touch someone or something 

unclean. Only an enemy of the Jews, because the Jews saw the Samaritans as 

enemies, went out of his way and touched him and cared for him. I want you to 

think about your enemy, everyone here has somebody who hurt you or there’s 

something between you and different things, and you pastor walks right by you 

and your friends walk right by you and people who are well known for their 

holiness walk right by you. And then your enemy comes, and he or she stops, 

bends down, offers as much healing as he or she can. And this enemy of yours 

picks you up, tends your wounds, carries you to your car, brings you to the 

hospital, pays for your bills, how would you feel? How grateful you’d be that the 

person you don’t care for went out of their way when all the good people didn’t. 

So if that’s what you’d want, if that’s what you’d be grateful for that someone 

would care for you so much, then be that to somebody else. Reach out to your 

enemies, reach out to those you don’t care for. To reach out because when you 

do that now you’re treating them with the same mercy that you would want. 

Every one of us wants mercy, every one, and if we want it we gotta give it. And 

that’s why Jesus can say to them back then and He can say to us this morning the 

same words – who treated him as his neighbor? The one who treated him with 

mercy. And so Jesus says to you and me now go and do likewise.  


